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were prudences, he erred ; but [in saying] that they are not
without prudence, he said well, and this is a proof of it:
for all now, when they define virtue, having said what it
has a reference to, add that it is a habit according to right
reason. And that is right [reason] which is according to
prudence. All therefore seem to have a kind of natural no-
tion that a habit of this' kind which is according to prudence,,
is virtue. We must, however, make a little digression. For
it is not that habit only which is according to right reason,
but also that which is in conjunction with right reason,, that
is virtue. And prudence is right reason in these things. So-
crates, therefore, thought that the virtues were reasons $ for
[he said] they were all sciences: but we [say they are] in
conjunction with reason. Therefore it is evident from what
has been said,, that it is impossible to become perfectly good
withdut prudence; nor for a man to be prudent without
moral virtue. But in this manner also, that reasoning may
be refuted, by which any one might argue that the virtues
are separated from one another, because the same person is
not naturally fitted for all [of them]: so that he will hare
obtained one already, but not another. For this may be the
case ia the natural virtues -f but it is not the case in those
according to which a man is said to be simply good. For
they will at once all subsist together with prudence, which
is but one. It is evident, however, that "although it were
not practical, still there would be need of it, because it is a
virtue of a part [of the soul], and because deliberate choice
will not be right without prudence, nor without virtue. For
the one is the end ; and the other causes us to perform those
things which tend to the end. Nevertheless it has no rule
over wisdom, nor over the better part of the soul. As
neither has the medical art over health. For it does not
employ it, [health,] but sees how it may be affected. It
prescribes, therefore, for its sake, but not to it, Besides, it
would be just as if one were to say that the political science
rules the gods, because it gives injunctions concerning all
the affairs of a state.